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Unlike Vista, which introduced a large number of new features, 

Windows 7 is intended to be a more focused, incremental upgrade, with 
the goal of being fully compatible with applications and hardware. 
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Presentations given by Microsoft have focused on 

¶ Performance improvements 

¶ A redesigned Windows Shell with a new taskbar 

¶ A home networking system called HomeGroup 

¶ Multi-touch support 
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Some applications that have been included with prior releases of Microsoft 
Windows will, instead, be offered separately as part of the freeware Windows 
Live Essentials suite. These include: 

¶ Windows Calendar 

¶ Windows Mail 

¶ Windows Movie Maker 

¶ Windows Photo Gallery 
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Windows 7 includes a number of new features, such as 

¶ Advances in touch and handwriting recognition 

¶ Support for virtual hard disks 

¶ Improved performance on multi-core processor 

¶ Improved boot performance 

¶ Kernel improvements 
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Windows 7 adds support for 

¶ A redesigned Calculator with multiline capabilities including 

o Programmer and Statistics modes 

o Unit conversion 

¶ Systems using multiple heterogeneous graphics cards from different 
vendors 

¶ A new version of Windows Media Center 

¶ Improved media features 

¶ A Gadget for Windows Media Center 

¶ The XPS Essentials Pack and Windows PowerShell 

o With the XPS Essentials Pack you can quickly begin reading and 
generating XPS Documents. It contains XPS Viewer EP to read XPS 
Documents and the Microsoft XPS Document Writer to output files to 
the XPS Document format. 

o Windows PowerShell is a command line scripting technology that 
provides IT administrators automation of system administration 
tasks. 
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Many new items have been added to the Control Panel, including 

¶ ClearType Text Tuner 

¶ Display Color Calibration Wizard 

¶ Gadgets 

¶ Recovery 

¶ Troubleshooting 

¶ Workspaces Center 

¶ Location and Other Sensors 

¶ Credential Manager 

¶ Biometric Devices 

¶ System Icons 

¶ Display 



 
8 

 

Windows Security Center has been renamed to Windows Action Center which 
encompasses both security and maintenance of the computer. 
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Internet Spades, Internet Backgammon, and Internet Checkers, which were 
removed from Windows Vista, were restored in Windows 7. 
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Users will also be able to disable many more Windows components than was 
possible in Windows Vista. 

¶ Internet Explorer 8 

¶ Windows Media Player 

¶ Windows Media Center 

¶ Windows Search 

¶ Windows Gadget Platform 
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Go to Control Panel " Programs and Features ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ άTurn Windows 
features on or offέ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎΥ 

 

 



 
12 

 

Windows 7 includes 13 additional sound schemes 

¶ Afternoon 

¶ Calligraphy 

¶ Characters 

¶ Cityscape 

¶ Delta 

¶ Festival 

¶ Garden 

¶ Heritage 

¶ Landscape 

¶ Quirky 

¶ Raga 

¶ Savanna 

¶ Sonata 
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A new version of Virtual PC, Windows Virtual PC, is available for Windows 7 
Professional, Enterprise, and Ultimate editions. 

It allows multiple Windows environments, including Windows XP Mode, to run on 
the same machine, requiring the use of Intel VT-x or AMD-V processors. 

Windows XP Mode runs Windows XP in a virtual machine and redirects displayed 
applications running in Windows XP to the Windows 7 desktop. 

Furthermore, Windows 7 supports mounting a virtual hard disk (VHD) as a normal 
data storage, and the boot loader delivered with Windows 7 can boot the 
Windows system from a VHD. 
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The Remote Desktop Protocol (RDP) of Windows 7 is also enhanced to support 
real-time multimedia application including video playback and 3D games. That 
means the Direct X 10 can be used in a remote desktop environment. 



 
15 

 

The three application limit will be removed from Windows 7 Starter. 
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Theme packages reflect your style 

With Windows 7, you start with a clean desktop and get to decide how it looks. 
Microsoft provides the templates, or themes, and you can choose the color or 
format. 

New theme packages include rich backgrounds, 16 glass colors, sound schemes, 
and screensavers. You can download new themes and create your own to share 
with friends and family. There are plenty of choices to make it yours.  
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Spectacular new wallpapers 

Windows 7 includes a slew of new desktop backgroundsτwallpapersτthat range 
from sublime to silly. Or try the new desktop slide show, which displays a rotating 
series of pictures. 
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Locking a machine without a screensaver 

Lǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǳƴŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŦƻǊ L¢ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜǎ ǘƻ ŀǳǘƻ-
lock after a certain amount of time. Windows 7 will allow this functionality even 
when no screensaver is specified. 
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I have been using Windows 7 mostly on a Celeron processor and have good 
performance even with numerous documents (Word, Excel, Notepad, WordPad, 
and Paint) and Web pages open simultaneously. At times, this has also included 
Windows Media Player. 
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Improved taskbar and full-screen previews 

The taskbar has seen the biggest visual changes.  

¶ The new taskbarΣ ƻǊ άǎǳǇŜǊōŀǊέΣ combines the features of what was the 
taskbar and the Quick Launch bar in previous versions of Windows.  

¶ Previews let you easily see and control your open documents, Web pages, 
and even running video. Hover over a thumbnail, and it morphs into a full-
screen preview. 

¶ Pin favorite programs on the taskbar for easy access. 

¶ Rearrange them any way you like by clicking and dragging. 

¶ Taskbar scaling 

¶ Open with 

¶ Quick Launch Shortcuts 

¶ New Alt-Tab Shortcut 

 



 
21 

 

Initially, after Windows 7 is installed, the taskbar contains icons for only Internet 
Explorer 8, Windows Explorer, and Windows Media Player. Each of these may be 
unpinned from the task bar. 
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If you point at the icon on the taskbar of any running application, Windows 7 will 
display a preview of all the windows that application has open. These previews 
are signicantly larger and more legible than what was provide in Windows Vista. 
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Just as you have been able to pin applications to the Start Menu, you can now 
also pin applications to the taskbar. 
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Also, you can pin the Recycle Bin to the Task Bar. 

 

 


